Friday 7th November 2025

New Chapter School

Class 9’s News

Class 9 are now well and truly settled into life in Year 6. They are approaching their work with
determination and perseverance and working incredibly hard.

We had a busy start to the autumn term. In English we wrote diary entries based on the char-
acters of Michael Foreman’s ‘War Games’ story and imagined
what it must have felt like for men who enlisted at the start of fan WAR GAME
World War 1 during their journey from the training barracks to ~ ws®j=  viwac encen ro nommanss-cane

Michael Foreman

the harsh realities of war in the trenches. We wrote about the
Christmas Truce, where both sides came together in peace the
very first Christmas of the war, sharing seasonal wishes and , :
playing a huge game of football. Finally, we learnt about the life
of Walter Tull, who was a professional football player and the
first black officer to lead men in war, and used our research to
write a biography about his life.

Our topic Peace, Love and War is spread over a whole term, which enables us to look at sub-
jects in greater depth. In history, last half term we used drama to understand the causes of
World War | and which countries were allied with who. We learned about the terrible condi-
tions in the trenches and the impact it had on those men who fought. At the start of the War,
enlistment was voluntary but as the war continued conscription became compulsory. Using our
investigation into the reaction of men to this development, we had a lively debate about
whether we would have signed up or not - some thoughtful speeches and summarising of key
points emerged.

Although our curriculum focus has mainly been history-based, we have also explored other
subject areas such as science, music and art. In science, we created simple circuits, including
using switches and buzzers, and used recognised symbols to represent the circuits we made in
a diagram. In music, we used percussion instruments to create our own piece of military music,
using a notation score to record our compositions and ensuring that they contained layers of
sound. In art we looked at the work of the artist Paul Nash, who was an official war painter
during both World Wars. Using watercolours, we are now in the process of creating our own
landscape paintings in a similar style.

We are currently learning about what remembrance means and why poppies were chosen as a
symbol of remembrance. Next week, we will be attending the Remembrance Day parade in
Coffee Hall on the 11" November where we will pay our respects to those who gave their lives
in both world wars, as well as those who are currently
fighting in wars around the world.

Our focus for the rest of this term will move to the
emergence of the suffragette movement prior to
World War | and how this contributed to the changing Poppy Appeal
role of women during the War.

Children in Need—14th November

On 14th November children are invited to wear yellow or spots/ '
dress down to raise funds for Children in Need. Suggested
amount of 50p-£1.00 donation on the day.

Odd socks day— 10th November

We'll be wearing our

Odd Socks Day marks the start of Anti-Bullying Week. ¢ e A

Children are encouraged to wear odd socks to celebrate
diversity and uniqueness. No donation is required.

Monday 10*" November 2025
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TERM DATES 2026/2027

Please note the dates at the bottom of the page are staff training days, teachers will
be in school but they are holidays for the children.

OPEN ON THE MORNING OF

CLOSE ON THE AFTERNOON OF

AUTUMMN TERM 2026

Thursday 3™ September

Thursday 22™ October

Monday 2™ November

Friday 18™ December at 1.30pm

SPRING TERM 2027

Tuesday 5™ January

Friday 12™ February

Monday 22™ February

Thursday 25t March

SUMMER TERM 2027

Monday 12 April

Friday 28™ May

Tuesday 8™ June

Wednesday 21 July at 1.30pm

TEACHER TRAINING DAYS

Tuesday 1% September 2026
Wednesday 2™ September 2026
Friday 23™ October 2026
Monday 4™ January 2027
Monday 7% June 2027

Please note school will be closed on:

Monday 3 May 2027 — May Bank Holiday




As a school, we are deeply concerned by the increase in children using WhatsApp and how it is affecting their
mental health, friendships and attitudes. If you are concerned about this, or would like more information,
please read this information by the National College.

WhatsApp is a free messaging service owned by Meta which allows users to send text and voice
messages, make video calls, share multimedia - such as images, videos, documents and polls -
and have group chats. WhatsApp messages are encrypted, meaning only the sender and the
recipient can view what is sent. While this privacy may sound attractive on paper, this app comes
with several associated risks that must be considered - especially for younger users.

GROUP CHATS N EE B CAKE NEWS @

Group chats let friends talk together @ L WhatsApp's simplicity makes sharing

but can pose problems for young users. , nmqmck-uccwubornot To Mlp curb Y
They might feel excluded ~ like discovering misinformati for d over five
events they weren't invited to. Hurtful comments . times now show a ‘Forwarded many times' label
can also escalate quickly, as more people join N with a double arrow. This alerts users that the

in, amplifying the impact through a wider = message isn't original and may be unreliable.
audience. -

EVOLVING SCAMS . CHAT LOCK

vy

— The new ‘Chat lock’ feature lets users
Mm‘ppspopulwltymo?s Itattmc;l\:;;o : Ll i 4
child in an ‘emerg to roq;ut y d folder.
triggering a login codo then pretending to bo While unM for prhmcy it could be misused by
WhatsApp and asking for it - giving them younger users to hide conversations or content

sages personal data they know parents and educators might find
gcees to il e - : inappropriate, including age-restricted
material.

CHANNELS = Wi &Y NN
‘Channels’ let users follow topics WS’ BLE LOCAT, ON

anonymonﬂy, lmomcdng only through polll ,
or emojir , fake ch can . ) helps friend

's live |
mimic real ones, spmdlng mllhformatlon, meet up or parents check a child's route home.
hate speech, or phishing for personal data. Hmv:r, n:y:nohcchlld'o group chats can

WhatsApp may also collect and share p
channel-following info with third parties, . ‘ m‘"ﬂ'ﬂ '°°°;':’"‘ m’;‘::'_y, '""’"”9 Ihaw
raising privacy issues. ; od

strangers.
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DISAPPEARING MESSAGES w Al INTEGRATION
Disappearing messages help share

sensitive info, but young people may by MmmonWMuApppomrbkuo f
.| Wwrongly assume they're fully private. - g |
" Senders can opt for their message to vanish - Inupproprlau t,and daw y issues. [
after 24 hours, 7 days, or 80 days - or for media, may be i andkidamlght
after one view. However, recipients can still save o lharo personal information unknowingly. ttcan £
them by bookmarking or taking screenshots, 8 also hinder critical thinking by offering
2 ready-made answers.

EMPHASISE CAUTION a THINK BEFORE SHARING

Encouroge children to treat unexpected messoges with caution. Get them to Help children understand why it's important to stop and think before posting or

consider, for example, whether it sounds like something a friend or relative would forwarding something on WhatsApp. It's easy — and oll too common - for content sent to
really send them. Make sure they know never to share personal details over B one user to then be shared more widely, and even publicly on social media. Encourage '.
WhatsApp, and to be wary of clicking on any links in messages. Setting up two-step '+ them to consider how on ll-judged message might damage their reputation or upseto
verification ads e further layer of protection to their WhatsApp account. '\ friend who sent something to themin confidence.

- - -y - | — e ..’_
ADJUST THE SETTINGS 8 CHAT ABOUT PRIVACY

It's wise to change a child's WhatsApp settings to specity which of their Have a conversation with youngsters about how they're using P,

contacts can add them to group chats without needing approval. To do this, emphasising thot it's for their own sofety. if you spot o “Locked Chats’ folder,

go to ‘Privacy’, then ‘Groups”. You can give permission to ‘My Contacts’ or ‘My Contacts you might want to talk about the sort of messages that are in there, who they're with
Except... Additionally, if the child needs to use ‘live location’, emphasiee that they should and why they have been hidden. Also, if a young user has sent any ‘view once’ content,
enable this function for only as long as they need - and then turn it off. discuss their reasons for using this feature.




Im,portant Oates

10/11/25 Odd socks day

14/11/25 Children in need

24/11/25 Yr 6 SATs Parents Briefing
05/12/25 Christmas Fair

16/12/25 EYFS/KS1 Christmas Performance
17/12/25 Christmas dinner and jumper day

19/12/25 Last day of term (children finish at
1.30pm)

06/01/26 First day of term

19/01/26 and 26/01/26 Krispy créme box pre
orders taken

23/01/26 Young voices

30/01/26 Krispy créme sale

Rt errey
BIRTHDAYS

We would like to wish a very

‘Happy Birthday’ to the fol-

lowing children who are cele-

- brating their birthday over the
next week:

Keava,
Nayel,
Zunaira,
Pakalavan.
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Star of the Values Awards

week

Archie Evelyn
Class 2
Class 3 Meshayla Ayan
Class 4 Ethan Keava
Class 5 Katy PJ
Class 6 Rayyan Alice
Class 7 Azaan Mattia
Class 8 Najuna Bez
Class 9 Ezza Augustine

Average attendance for the last week was 93.3%.

Aftendance Matters

‘ y
Every Day Counis

96% GOOD
95% NEARLY THERE
949, NEEDS TO IMPROVE




